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OPINION

[2-29.09

Rededication needed

Education must become more important to all

Our wish for the new year is a rededication to edu-
cation. We live in what has been called the greatest
countryinthe world. Unfortunately, our literacy levels
are in a free fall. There are many reasons for this, in-
cluding students who are unable to learn because of
severe problems in their homes, be it abuse, mainutri-
tion or alack of support from parents. Sometimes they
can’t learn because they or their parents have dam-
aged their minds with drugs.

Grade inflation is also a problem. We’ve heard sto-
ries of parents, lawyers at their elbows, insisting that
grades be raised so the student can qualify for abetter
college. We’ve also heard of teachers — even in ele-
mentary school — who are afraid to give students bad
grades, even when told by parents they should give
their child the grades they deserve.

The resultof allthisis that only 19 percent of United
States adults are at high literacy level — ninth out of
the 17 industrialized nations rated — according to the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Devel-
opment’s figures for 1998. Those figures also show the
United States is seventh out of 17 countries in the per-
centage of adults at a low literacy level — almost 50
percent. It seems obvious that we need to rededicate
ourselves to education.

We can start by having teachers give the grades stu-
dents deserve. Areport card with all A’'s doesn’t mean
much if the student gets to college and can’t compete.
Schools that don’t present qualified students eventu-

ally end up on lists that colleges keep to let them know
which schools have grade inflation or other problems.
We need to send the message to our young people
that education is important. Good students should get
the same kinds of accolades as athletes, for example.
We need to show our young people by our actions that
we think their education is important — perhaps turn-
ing off the TV one night a week to read, or playing
games that require knowledge or reasoning skills.
Parents and other adults can help by joining school
support groups and volunteering in the schools.
Children must once again hecome the center of at-
tention. Fifty years ago, society paid much more at-
tention to children and their schooling than it does to-
day. Many of today’s parents arer’t able to focus on
their child’s education because of the many distrac-
tions present in our modern world — fending off
drugs, keeping children safe from molesters, or just
putting food on the table. In other words, it’s often dif-
ficult to focus on a child’s education when so much ef-
fort has to go into just keeping him safe and healthy.
Parents need support from society in general. So
will their counterparts of tomorrow — many of today’s
students who willgrow up to find they cannot deal with
the requirements of the world because they don’t have
the skills or the abilities.
We can’t depend on Washington to change this. Real
change will be achieved only when each parent and
each community becomes dedicated tothe task.
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