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Letters to the Edit
LETTERS ....... (from page 9) Ihope their parents areem- tractor. While losing a dwelling is quate. tinuing decline in our educa-

separate survey at alater date
forthose notinitiallyincluded.

Fullinclusion will allow us to
move forward efficiently and
expeditiously with the district
plan for improvement; and we
will be able to determine, soon-
er rather than later, the rea-
sons why an increasing num-
ber of parents are choosing al-
ternative forms of education;
and/or why the school budget,
bond, and teachers’ contract
were rejected by the voters in
March.

If all parents of school-age
children are surveyed, we will
no longer need to assume
what the reasons are behind
those parental decisions to
privately or home school their
children. It may be that some
parents choose alternative
forms of education for reasons
nopublic school canbe expect-
ed to accommodate. But it
might also be that the public
school system is not meeting
the needs of these students
and that is why they are leav-
ing. We won’t know the rea-
sons until we ask the ques-
tions of those parents whose
children donot attend our pub-
lic schools. Nor will we know if
some of those parents whose
children are currently en-
rolled are doing so because tu-
ition costs, time, and trans-
portation are issues which
prevent them from seeking al-
ternative forms of education
for their children.

It is my hope that Dr. Berg-
eron and the Education Sub-
committee will consider revis-
ing the current survey to in-
clude the entire ConVal com-
munity to ensureits success as
areliable and valid tool for as-
sessing “customer satisfac-
tion” of all parties invested in
our public school system.

With full inclusion, this sat-
isfaction survey will result in
much more reliable and objec-
tive data and be better able to
achieve its primary objective
of identifying areas in need of
improvement, as well as those
areas of strength upon which
we canbuild togetherasacom-
munity.

Without full inclusion from
the outset, we will have lost yet
anotheryear prior to getting to
the root causes of why the
budget, bond, and teachers’
contract didn’t pass; and why
too many of our district’s chil-
dren are not attending our dis-
trict schools.

Deb McGrath
Francestown

Good kids suffer

To the editor:

I do believe they say “It was
only a matter of time.”

It is disheartening that a
small group of rotten
teenagers in New Ipswich ru-
ined it for the community of
kids that did everything right.
The police have better things
to do, and the people that gave
their time, money and re-
sources had to sit back and
watch the park slowly get beat-
en down by a bunch of punks.

Rest assured, the bad seeds
will always have arock to crawl
under and cause trouble. It is
the good kids of New Ipswich
that always wore a helmet, fol-
lowed the rules, showed re-
spect to others, and certainly
never brought a pack of butts
tothe park—they are the ones
that suffer, not the trouble
makers.

barrassed and mortified, al-
though with kids like that, they
learned it from somewhere. It
is another example of not
knowing where your kids are
or what they are doing — ex-
cept we all know what they are
doing, destroying another safe
avenue for the rest of our good
kids!
Karen Breault
New Ipswich

Questionable
practices

To the editor:

It was heartwarming to
hear I was able to bring joy to
several Jaffrey area residents
in regard to my arrest in the
April 30 Ledger-Transcript ar-
ticle headlined “Man charged
with violation of electrician’s
rules.” They appear in some
cases to be opponents of my
controversial methods to up-
hold citizen’s rights.

I've been a handy man of
many trades in this area for
almost 30 years. When it
comes to certain trades re-
quiring licensing, there are
exceptions written into New
Hampshire contractor
statutes. Occasionally on re-
quest, I may advise individu-
als or homeowners wishing to
use these exceptions or their
rights with their securing
their own permits and inspec-
tions whererequired. The De-
partment of Safety contrac-
tors board has many ques-
tionable practices to thwart
these homeowners rights. It
also appears to have earned
me my photograph on their
dart board up in Concord for
assisting these homeowners
with the DOS’s constant accu-
sations of these actions being
illegal.

In the recent ice storm,
there were thousands of peo-
ple in need of assistance with
their generators. Electri-
cians were tied up, parts
weren’'t available and thou-
sands of people needed help.
Unknown to many, when a
state of emergency is de-
clared, it provides in part tem-
porary relief under federal
law from many ordinances to
homeowners. Hundreds
hooked up their generators
where it required shutting off
the main breaker. The line-
man were well aware of this
and were checking lines for
generator back feeding as
with hundreds of reports of
this to the state.

A Dublin homeowner, one
of many whom I had advised,
accidentally had the main
breaker on. Thankfully, no
harm done. When it came to
the DOS inspector’s attention
thatI'was the one who had ad-
vised this homeowner, he pro-
ceeded to follow them around
Dublin threatening them in
zealous pursuit of my arrest.
Rightly so, this homeowner
had this investigator served
for stalking. Out of compas-
sion the Dublin homeowner
didn’t pursue charges, only
wanting their involvement in
this vendetta to cease.

Almost immediately after
this court hearing in January,
the DOS contractors board
requested charges be
brought forward on an old
DOS case report investigated
over a year ago in regard to
electrical work on a hot dog
stand in Jaffrey. Portable
units, trailers, appliances
don’t require a licensed con-

However, where the state
has somuchriding on this, I ex-
pect my opponents will have
more to be joyful about in the
near future.

Jean Coutu
Jaffrey
Don’t miss
ConVal play
To the editor:

On May 1 my family and I
had the great privilege and
pleasure towatch “Once Upon
a Mattress,” the spring musi-
cal presented by ConVal Dra-
ma. Co-Directors Tim Clark
and Liz Halper did a superb
job of casting and directing
the actors in this ensemble,
who work together masterful-
ly to create a hilarious and en-
joyable story. Aside from the
spot-on comic flourishes
sprinkled throughout the
show, a large part of the bril-
liance of this production
comes from the music and
singing, and for that Music Di-
rector Marybeth Hallinan de-
serves a huge amount of cred-
it, along with all of the student
musicians in her live orches-
tra, which includes drums,
trumpet, bass, cello, violin,
bass clarinet, clarinet, flute,
xylophone and piano. The cos-
tumes are impeccable and
colorful, and riotous when
necessary, thanks to volun-
teers Kirsten Peterson and
Leandra MacDonald. And the
singing, acting and costumes
are complemented by some
great dancing as well, choreo-
graphed by ConVal graduate
Sarah Brown. Truly, every
contributor to this show de-
serves mention for giving 100
percent in creating a wonder-
ful performing arts experi-
ence to share with our com-
munity.

Ifyoudidn’t catch this show
last weekend at ConVal High
School’s Lucy Hurlin Theater,
go see it this coming weekend
on Friday or Saturday night.
Don’t miss this extraordinary
production!

Martha Eichler
Peterborough

The town is friendly

To the editor:

In 2005, my family and I
moved to Peterborough after
an attic fire in our house in
Hillsborough. Sadly, during
the early morning hours of
April 29 this year, our resi-
dence on 20 Old Sharon Road
in Peterborough suffered an
electricalfire.

Everyone made it out safely,
and our neighbors in the ad-
joining apartments did as well.
The responders to the fire act-
edprofessionallyand did anice
job extinguishing the fire and
walking through with me the
next steps.

Political Advertisement

Elect Carol

LENnox

Town Clerk

[¢/] Carol streamlined internal office
procedures for greater efficiency.
Turn to page 5 to see who is voting
for Carol on Tuesday, May 12!

Paid for by Jim Grant, Chairman, Committee to Elect Carol Lenox
83837 for Peterborough Town Clerk

LG BANTER™
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After $50 mail-in rebate that comes as
a Visa® Debit Card. Requires new 2-yr.
agmt. and 3-mo. Unlimited Data Plan. |
$30 act. fee may apply. i

MAKE mom HAPPY. CALL MORE.

Only U.S. Cellular® has Free Incoming Calls, Texts and Pix,
so nearly halff the time you spend on your phone is fjree.

and e-mail Web sites

Access your favorite
social networking, sports
with Mobile Browser.

Includes Titanium and
Lime Green faceplates

Discover the Difference: Put our network, products and customer service to the test for 30 days - Change your calling
plan at any time during your service agreement without signing a new contract - Renew your contract and take
advantage of new phone pricing before your current contract ends
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GET UP TO FIVE
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After $50 mail-in rebates that come
as Visa Debit Cards. Requires new
2-yr. agmts. and 3-mo. Unlimited Data
Plans. $30 act. fees may apply.
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NEW ENGLAND
WIRELESS

BELMONT Belknap Mall = 96 Daniel Webster Highway ........ 603-528-0733
CONCORD Steeplegate Mall = Next to Food Cour
MILFORD Lordens Plaza
PETERBOROUGH Brady’s Plaza = Rte. 202 North

603-228-6522
....603-672-3733
....603-924-1632

Things we want you to know: New two-year agreement (subject to early termination fee) and credit approval required. A $30 activation fee may
apply. Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee applies; this is not a tax or government-required charge. Additional fees, taxes, terms, conditions and coverage
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month. Smartphone Plans start at $24.95 per month. Application and data network usage charges may apply when accessing applications.
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See store for eligibility. Free Incoming claim based on combined voice, text and pix usage by typical U.S. Cellular customers. Free Incoming Calls
are not deducted from package minutes and are available only when receiving calls in your calling area. Mobile Broadband on 3G Network only
available with select handsets. Kansas Customers: In areas in which U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all
reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation
Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. 30-Day Guarantee: Customer is responsible for any usage
charges incurred prior to return. Phone must be returned undamaged in the original packaging. Customers who have completed at least 18 months
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not easy, especially for
younger children — our chil-
dren are 8 (Cheyenne) and 6
(Cole) — the community at a
whole has made the situation
bearable. From clothing to
food, to support and communi-
ty, this has shown what a
“small” town can do forits resi-
dence and what the people of a
community are willing to do.

Peterborough has a nice
mix of traditional and contem-
porary features, from archi-
tecture and neighborhood lay-
out, to infrastructure and de-
velopment. A place we have -
especially my wife (Angel or
Angela) and my children - have
come to call home.

For the moment, we are re-
siding at the Jack Daniels Inn
in town, so the kids can attend
school, and have been looking
forresidence in Peterborough.
After the outpouring of sup-
port we would be amiss to try
and leave this town.

In the words of my daughter
— “House spooky now, the
town is friendly. I like it here.”
Although Cole cannot speak as
wellas others, he hasvocalized
in his own way: “I feel happy
and my family is OK.”

Thankyou.

Craig Heinselman
Peterborough

We must choose
education

To the editor:

“Ifyouthink educationis ex-
pensive, tryignorance.”

These are the closing words
in an interview with Arne Dun-
can, secretary of education, in
an article by Walter Isaacson
in Time, April 27,2009, on “How
to Raise the Standard in Amer-
ica’s Schools.”

Isaacson’s cry for higher
standards is not new. Institu-
tionalization of low expecta-
tions in our education system
beganmore than 50years ago.
During these decades we
have been reminded annually
of how poorly we compare
with other nations in educat-
ing our students in mathe-
matics and reading. In Isaac-
son’s piece , we rank 25th in
math, following the Slovak
Republic, Hungary, Luxem-
bourg, Norway and Spain.
Our education system is (un-
evenly) open to all. Anyone in
itis free to excel and many do.
God bless them! What is not
good about our system is that
our expectations are low and
our perception of “adequacy”
to compete globally is inade-

Many have criticized Amer-
ican businesses for outsourc-
ing jobs. It is past time to rec-
ognize that many of those jobs
are lost in our relatively high
labor- cost economy because
in our education system we fail
to prepare our youth to com-
pete for them.

Gene Wilhoit, executive di-
rector of the Council of Chief
State School Officers is quoted
in Isaacson’s article as saying
“I see standards as the essen-
tial foundation for all educa-
tion reforms.”

Arne Duncan is presented
as “The Apostle of Reform.”
He advocates more hours,
days and weeks in class, more
schooling options, recognizing
the distinction between certifi-
cation and qualification of
teachers. He sees long-term
opportunity ahead with better
prospects for teachers in a de-
clining economy (meaning
fewer career job opportunities
elsewhere).

Essential reform in our
ConVal schools is going to be
even more difficult to achieve
because of our votes against
the school bond, budget and
contract this year. We can
make improvements within
present constraints, but, sad-
ly, we have chosen only tempo-
rary savings in the near term
andsacrificed opportunities to
do alittle more to slow the con-
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tion system relative to those of

other developed countries. Of

the two alternatives posited by

Arne Duncan, we must choose
education.

John Vance

Peterborough

A glorious event

To the editor:

Last weekend (May 3), the
Monadnock Chorus celebrat-
ed in the Peterborough Town
House 50 years of choral mu-
sic. This was the last time for
Dr. Carroll Lehman as musi-
cal director and conductor of
the Monadnock Chorus after
20 years of service. He had
chosen the beloved “Verdi Re-
quiem” as his farewell per-
formance.

And what a glorious, won-
derful event it was! Chorus,
soloists and orchestra
achieved the highest level of
excellence. We can be very
proud to hear such challeng-
ing music in our little town of
6,000 people. We are indeed
very fortunate to live in “Pe-
terborough, a Good Town to
LiveIn.”

We thank Dr. Lehman for
undertaking such a momen-
tous task and wish him well for
his further endeavors.

Karin Van Strien
Peterborough

Ledger-Iranscript

ONLINE POLL

Are you in favor of the proposed 35 cents
per pack cigarette tax hike?

Yes, it will raise

much needed money ........... 37%
Yes, it could cut down on smoking .31%
No, it's not fair to smokers ........ 23%
No, it will hurt local businesses 9%

Take part in this week’s poll:

Do you think the media overreacted
to the swine flu scare?

www.ledgertranscript.com

7 Krif Court, Keene, NH 03431 (near the Keene State Athletic Complex)
www.cheshire-glass.com ¢ Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm
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At Chesh
WE DO SCREENS!

Bug season is here!
Call us at 603-357-8889
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CHESHIRE

COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL

603-352-4334

MATTRESS SALE

3 DAYS ONLY  Fri-Sat-Sun

' Premium Simnjons Beautyrest

Save 30% OFF All Mattress Sets

PLUS 2 bonus discount of $100 Off Queen & King Sets,
ST5 Off rull Sets, 50 Off Twin Sets

PLOTKIN'S

93 Park Avenue * Keene, N.-H. * www.plotkinfurniture.com

* 1-800-747-2564

Monday-Wednesday 9-6, Thursday & Friday 9-8, Saturday 9-5, Sunday 11-5
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